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• Since 1992, MN-MRPC has supported over $4 million in federal grants to Great River 
Road projects, ensuring local community input into overlooks, rest areas, interpretation, maps, 
marketing, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, wayshowing, and historic preservation. 

• Bicycling - a growing, substantial Minnesota tourism segment - is part of the Great River Road 
via the Mississippi River Trail {MRT), an MRPC partner organization. An annual Headwaters 
to Hills Ride has been held since 2015. 

• Increased Mississippi River on-water tourism ranges from kayak sharing in the Mississippi 
National River and Recreation Area to international riverboat tourism, adding tourism dollars to 
multiple communities. 

10-State Great River Road Network Leverages State Efforts 

• MN-MRPC is part of the 10-state Mississippi River Parkway Commission that leverages 
resources for the full length of the Mississippi River and Great River Road. The Great 
River Road - a network of existing roads - was launched in 1938 and is now a 3,000 mile, 10-
state route. 

• The current 10-state MRPC Pilot (Chair) is a citizen-member of the MN-MRPC. 

• The 10-state MRPC produces Great River Road and Mississippi River marketing information to 
be distributed at multiple locations in all 10 states; manages a Great River Road website 
providing exposure, promotion and connections especially important to small 
communities along the river. There were over 209,000 website visits in 2016, 16,000 e
newsletter subscribers, and over 5,000 downloads of a new app. The MRPC also promotes 
Mississippi River travel internationally. https://experiencemississippiriver.com 

• 2019 Year oF the Great River Road for the Mississippi River Connections Collaborative - will 
leverage federal agency, 10-state MRPC and MRT marketing and programming to focus 
nationally on Great River Road exploration in all ten Mississippi River states, including Minnesota 
as the Headwaters State. 

• The 10-state MRPC is currently represented on the U.S. Department of Transportation's 
National Advisory Committee on Travel and Tourism Infrastructure created by the 
FAST Act to advise the Department on tourism infrastructure needs. 
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H.F. No. 2800/ Chapter 152 - sponsored by MnMRPC 

Subd. 3. Great River Road $4,299,000 

For predesign, design, construction, and restoration of 
historic roadside properties on the Great River Road. The 
commissioner shall consult with the Minnesota Mississippi 
River Parkway Commission to determine project priorities. 

Camp Ripley Walls & Gates 
St. Cloud Historic Marker 
National Grange Historic Marker 
Burns Ave Overlook 

Lake City Concourse 

Sibley Pioneer Church Memorial 
Minnesota Training School Walls and Gate 
Ft. Beauharnois Historic Marker 
Lake City Concourse 
Reads Landing Overlook 
LaCrescent Overlook 
LaCrescent State Entry Marker 
Reno Springs Roadside Rest Area 

Great River Road Explorer's Guide 
Utilizing National Scenic Byway, MN150 and Commission 
funds the Commission printed 35,000 copies of this guide 
featuring letters home from each of Minnesota's six 
Great River Road destination areas. 

GRR Destination Area Map Tablets 
Marketing Committee developing new collateral piece 
featuring 6 maps for each of the GRR Destination Areas. 
Feature content is MNGrown and healthy/green travel. 

Group Travel Promotion 
Presentations at the Great Northern Group Travel Show 
and the Explore Minnesota Tourism Mississippi 
Familiarization Tour events. 

Transportation Context Sensitive Solutions 
TH 23 DeSoto Bridge Naming Committee 
TH 10 Elk River realignment review and comments 
TH 52 Lafayette Bridge CRAVE and bicycle meetings 
TH 61 Hastings Bridge CRAVE, VQM, Bike and Ped, 
Interpretive Plaza & Traffic Calming Committees 
TH 61 Gilbert Bridge review and comments 
TH 43 Winona Bridge CRAVE 
1-90 Dresbach Bridge CRAVE and PAC 
CAPX2020 risk assessment, proposed alignment reviews 
TH 61 Cottage Grove to TH 10 Value Engineering Study 

Great River Road Interpretive Panels 
National Scenic Byway and Commission funds are used to 
develop six panels each in 4 of 21 counties along the 
byway, creating a roadside storybook that drives visitors 
to things to see and do in each county. 

Mississippi River Trail (MRT) 
Utilizing a Department of Interior grant Mn/DOT 
confirmed the route, developed a sign plan, fabricated 
the signs (S 15K) and distributed them for local 
installation from Dayton to the Vermillion River. 

Worked with MnDOT Transit Office to develop state wide 
Mississippi River Trail implementation plan including 
MnMRPC securing FHWA and National Park Service grants 
to sign the 800 mile route in MN connecting with the 
other nine Mississippi River States. 

Bena Trail (TH 2) 
MnMRPC and MnDOT supported funding for development 
of the Bena Trail on TH 2 which provided bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities serving both tourists and residents of 
the Leech Lake Reservation. 

Transportation Alternative Program funds 
MnMRPC review and letters of support help five Area 
Transportation Partnership organizations select projects 
receiving Transportation Alternative Program funds, 
including 12 GRR community projects seeking $7.3M 
matched with $12.9M local funds improving byway 
traveler experiences. 

Great River Road as part of the Mn Scenic Byway 
Program 
Byways have successfully competed for 173 projects 
totaling $17,053,577 million in National Scenic Byway 
Discretionary Grant funds since 1992. These projects 
have served as an impetus for action for local byway 
groups, state agencies and local governments. 


